AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1 . (Currently Amended) In a first device for transferring a digital signal, a 
method of exchanging data between the first device and a second device 

comprising the steps of: 

a) establishing a connection between said first device and said second 

device; 

b) a communication layer of code coupled to said first device receiving at 
least one packet from said second device; 

c) said communication layer of code sending a response to said second 
device for each of said packets received in step b); aad 

d) said communication layer transferring aH of said packets as a single 
group to a processing layer of code coupled to said first device, wherein said 
processing code and said commimication code are independent from each 
otherrr.11 ; and 

e) negotiating the maximum size of said packets transferred between said 
first device and said second device. 
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2. (Original) The method of Claim 1 wherein step b) comprises the steps of: 
bl) receiving a packet; 

b2) determining whether said packet is a fragmented packet; 

b3) if said packet is a fragmented packet, said commimication layer of code 
storing said fragmented packet in a temporary buffer coupled to said first device; 
and 

b4) if said received packet was not the last packet to be received from said 
second device, repeating steps bl) - b3). 

3. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , wherein step b) comprises the step of: 
bl) receiving an im-fragmented packet of data. 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Original) The method of Claim 1 wherein said packet in step b) comprises 
an audio/video control (AV/C) command. 

6. (Original) The method of Claim 1 wherein step c) comprising the step of: 
cl) said commimication layer of code sending an audio/video control (AV/C) 
response to said second device for each of said packets received in step b). 

7. (Original) The method of Claim 1 wherein said connection in step a) is 
made via an IEEE 1394 serial cable. 
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8. (Origiiial) The method of Claim 1 wherein said pax5ket comprises 
information regaj?ding said second device's compliance with a copy protection 
scheme. 

9. (Currently Amended) In a first device for transferring a digital signal, a 
method of exchanging data between the first device and a second device 
comprising the steps of: 

a) establishing a connection between said first device and said second 

device; 

b^ a communication layer of code coupled to said first dev ice negotiating 
the maximum size of packets transferred between said first device and said 
second device; 

[[b) a]] c^ said communication layer of code coupled to aoid first dcmoo 
sending at least one packet of authentication information to said second device; 

[[c)]] d) said communication layer of code receiving a response from said 
second device for each of said packets sent in step [[b)]]cl; 

[[d)]] e) repeating steps b)and c) and d) u ntil ail packets are sent; and 

[[e)]] fX said communication layer transferring a response to a processing 
layer of code coupled to said first device, wherein said communication layer of 
code and said processing layer of code are independent from each other, wherein 
said processing layer performs authentication, and wherein fragmentation of 
said packets is transparent to said processing layer. 

Serial No. 09/595,498 
Examiner: Nobahar, Abdulhakim - 4 - 



Art Unit 2132 
S0NY-50P3801 



10. (OrigiiiaJ) The method of Claim 9 wherein said first device is a sink device 
and said second device is a source device. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 9 wherein said packet in. step 
[[h)]]cl comprises an audio/video control (AV/C) command. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 9 wherein said response in step 
[[c)]]d) comprises a response to an audio/video control (AV/C) command. 

13. (Currently Amended) A host device for processing digital audio/video 
signals comprising: 

a) a processor coupled to a bus; 

b) a memory coupled to said bus; 

c) a commimication layer of code stored ia said memory and, when rim in 
said processor, operable to negotiate the maximum size of packets transferred 
between said host device and a peripheral device, and s aid commnnioation layer 
of code further operable to r eceive packets comprising authentication 
information from [rall said peripheral device connected to said bus via a 
communication link; 

(d) a processing layer of code stored Iq said memory and, when executed 
in said processor, operable to perform authentication and key exchange; 
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said commuiiicatioii layer of code further operable to send a response to said 
peripheral device for each packet received from said peripheral device; and 
said communication layer of code further operable to send all received packets as 
a single group to said processing layer of code stored in said memory, wherein 
fragmentation of said packets comprising authentication information is 
transparent to said processing layer operable to perform authentication and key 
exchange. 

14. (Original) The device for processing digital audio/video signals of Claim 13 
wherein: 

said host device further comprises a temporary buffer stored in said 
memory; 

wherein said communication layer of code is further operable to determine 
whether said packets received in step c) are fragmented packets; and 

wherein said commimication layer of code is further operable to store said 
fragmented packets in said temporary buffer. 

15, (Original) The device for processing digital audio/video signals of Claim 13 
wherein one of said packet in c) comprises an audio/video control (AV/C) 
command. 
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16. (Original) The device for processing digital audio/video signals of Claim 13 
wherein said response in d) comprises a response to an audio/video control AV/C 
conmiELnd. 

17. (Original) The device for processing digital audio/video signals of Claim 13 
wherein said host device is a sink device. 

18. (Original) The device for processing digital audio/video signals of Claim 13 
wherein said host device is a source device. 

19. (Original) The device for processing digital audio/video signals of Claim 13 
wherein said host device seeks full authentication. 

20. (Original) The device for processing digital audio/video signals of Claim 13 
wherein said host device seeks restricted authentication. 

21. (Original) The device for processing digital audio/video signals of Claim 13 
wherein said packets comprise information which defines that the peripheral 
device sending the packet is compliant with a copy protection scheme. 
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